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AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, life-long education, and positive societal change.

Holiday Social / Scholarship Awards Dinner

Tuesday, December 11, 2007

6:30 p.m.

PLACE:  Bonnie Williams
                380 Woodstone Drive

                Marietta, GA 30068

               

WHO MAY ATTEND:  Member's only (due to space, being a sit down dinner)

 

RSVP:  Bonnie Williams, 770-971-6130, or bonnieb41@juno.com
 

Bonnie will supply the ham and coffee and all are asked to bring a covered dish.  Items needed are red wine, white wine, soft drinks, rolls, appetizers, vegetables, starch item, salads, desserts.  When you RSVP, please let Bonnie know what you plan to bring.

AAUW NAMES NEXT EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
After completing a national search with the assistance of the search consulting firm Association Strategies, Inc., AAUW’s  Search Committee is excited to announce Linda D. Hallman will be appointed AAUW Executive Director, effective January 7, 2008.  

We are pleased to introduce Linda Hallman, who joins AAUW after a long history of Washington DC area association and foundation executive level leadership experience.  She is currently serving as Vice President of Policy and Government Strategy, External and Member Relations, with National Alliance for Health Information Technology (NAHIT), from their Washington, DC office.  Highlights of Linda’s extensive prior nonprofit experience include service as Executive Director of the American Medical Women’s Association (AMWA) and AMWA Foundation, as well as President and Chief Executive Officer of American Horticultural Society.  Further, she served in the United States Army and U.S. Army Band and Chorus, receiving an honorable discharge.  Linda earned her master’s degree (M.A.) in Organizational Management from George Washington University and bachelor’s degree (B.A.) in Music Education from Indiana University.  She has acquired extensive continuing professional development and is affiliated with relevant organizations for professionals in the field.  In addition, Linda has been an AAUW member.
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President’s Corner:

I am very excited that we have now added 5 new members to our local branch: Doris Carroll, Judith Ribarsky, Didi Johnson, Sheila Lohmann, and Theresa Robertson.  Please be sure to greet them and make them feel welcome!  If we can get 5 more new members this year, we will be back up to our membership numbers of a few years ago.  We might just get some new members by exposing them to The Belle of Amherst at Theater in the Square and to our great fellowship while they are there.  

Speaking of The Belle of Amherst, sales are going well.  Be sure to get your orders in quickly as we might just run out of tickets!  Contact Nancy Coakley at 770-971-8227 or email me at artkappa@comcast.net.  Tickets will sell for $16 and we will get $5 of that.  

Please be sure that you vote on the budget!  So far I only have 8 yeas and 2 nos.  This is only for this fiscal year, which ends July 1, 2008.  Some of you have not been able to open the budget.  I have made copies and will be mailing them out. If you are such a person, please let me know and I will mail it to you.  I had hoped that we would have a quorum of votes by Dec. 1st, but we will extend the time until Dec. 14th.  I will have copies available at Bonnie’s house, as well.  

Be sure to contact Bonnie and let her know you are coming and what you wish to bring.  Remember that there are NO GUESTS invited to this event, as it is a sit-down meal.  

GRITS ( Girls Read In Their Schools) was mentioned in my last President’s Corner.  Karen Peters and Nancy Coakley will head up the first effort of this exciting venture this spring.  We hope to expand it next year if it is successful.  If you are interested in helping to provide a book group meeting once a week for a month along with one or more AAUW members at a neighborhood school, please let me know.  Or maybe you would like to help design the T-shirt that we will give the girls to wear on book group day, or maybe you have suggestions of books that are 5th grade level that present a positive role model for girls that are also a “good read”!  Whatever your talent, if you are interested in participating, please let me know.

Another need we have!  We would like to have our own Cobb AAUW brochure to hand out to prospective members and to have available at the Spring Convention for the sharing breakout session at KSU on Thurs. of the Convention.  If anyone has the talent and wishes to design such a brochure, please contact me or Carolyn Freeman or Rita Neal.  We want to go forward with this effort of attracting new members.  It would be nice to have them to include in the permission letters that go home to parents for the GRITS.  I know someone is out there with that talent!!!

Please be sure to call your Cobb Legislator in your district to make sure they are present at the Legislative Forum on Jan. 3rd at 6:30 at the Cobb Commissioners Chamber, and make sure you are present to offer questions and hear responses.  We need to show a strong presence!   This will be an important legislative year!
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Branch Events for December

Book Group

The Book Group will meet for dinner on Monday EVENING, December 17, 2007 at 6:30PM (Please note earlier time) at the home of Barbara Hammond, 2430 Weatherford Court, Marietta, GA 30068. This will be a full group meeting to discuss “From Beginning to End: The Rituals of Our Lives” by Robert Fulghum. Each person is asked to bring a wrapped, new or gently used book for exchange and an appetizer, salad, or dessert for sharing. Please contact Barbara at 770-973-1988 or Bhammond@kennesaw.edu if you plan to attend.
 

Note: The AM group will resume in January.

For information regarding the group, please contact Joanne Gareau gareau109@comcast.net
Roving Gourmet

Roving Gourmet meets Friday, December 7th at 7 P.M. at:

TRILOGY RESTAURANT, 4930 Davidson Road, Marietta, 770-971-4770.
This is a new restaurant by the owners of Houck’s (now defunct).
It is in the building once known as “Sparkles Skating Rink.”
Directions:  Going east on Lower Roswell, pass Johnson Ferry Rd,
pass McDonald’s on left and Taco Bell/Parkaire Mall on right.
At the 1st  light (Davidson Rd.) turn right.  Trilogy shares the building
with Gold’s Gym, which you will see first as you turn into the parking lot.

Please contact Barbara Blue at 770-971-6550 or at blu16br@juno.com
by Wed. Dec. 5th, for 
eservations.

In principle and in practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability.  A college or university degree is a requirement for full membership.


2007-2008 Branch officers    

Carol Stephens

President


770-427-8403
Arden Stone/Pam Flournoy
VP Program


770-499-9171 / 770-427-1724

Carolyn Freeman/Rita Neal
VP Membership

770-499-9614 / 770-428-8427
Karen Peters


Secretary


770-971-4087
Shirley Mills


Treasurer                  

770-973-4498

.
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$5,400 WELL-SPENT!!!

The Scholarship Committee (Joanne Mazula- chair, Nancy Coakley, Peg Montgomery, Linda Stewart, Carol Stephens) had quite a challenge this  year as twenty-one applications were received. Most of the applicants  had outstanding qualifications, which made the deciding even more difficult. All of our winners had GPA's above 3.5, community involvement, and excellent recommendations.  They represented themselves very well at the interviews, and they stated  goals that will help to make a difference in the world.  In the end, we chose 5 ladies to receive scholarships and 3 others to receive "Encouragement Grants" of $400 each.  The 5 scholarship winners have been invited to our holiday social/December meeting at Bonnie's home.  Thanks to everyone who worked at the book room and/or at the bookfair to earn our branch such a nice amount of money to fund the scholarships and grants.

Priscilla O'Donnell is in the technical communications program at North Metro Tech. She hopes to transfer to KSU next fall and pursue a career as a paralegal.  Although she supports herself working full time at fast-food restaurants,  she carries a 4.0 GPA.  Priscilla was heavily influenced by Mother Teresa and finds time to give back to her community through such activities as visiting veterans' hospitals and helping neighbors with chores. 

Eniko Baranyi is an international student from Hungary.  She is enrolled in the International Affairs program at KSU. She hopes to continue at KSU to earn her MBA and then to work for an international non-profit organization in which she can help her country. Eniko has won numerous awards, and she gives back by mentoring other international students and volunteering at two animal shelters. She works part-time as a student assistant in the visual arts research library. She was heavily influenced by her strong mother. 

Qianying (Joanna)  Liu is an international student from China.  She is enrolled in the technical communications field at Southern Polytechnic.  She works part-time as a student office assistant for the English Technical Communication and Media Arts Dept. She was accepted into the honors program and serves as executive secretary of the Student Honors Council. She enjoys jogging and playing basketball.  

Kimberly Ann Walker is a divorced mother of 3 young children. She is a student in the management program at KSU. She works full-time in the front office of Kennesaw Charter School and is actively involved in the various activities of her children. She has been a baseball, a  basketball, and a  cheerleading coach through the years. She is mentored by our own Stella Xu and coordinated all the KSU student volunteers at the book fair. She has been on four mission trips through her church.  
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Scholarship winners continued

Magdalena Wierowska is an international student from Poland.  She came to Georgia  initially with a Rotary scholarship  for one year to SPSU for social and international studies.  She works part-time as a student assistant to the Director of International Programs, and she is a member of the SPSU dance team. This year she is serving as president of the International Students Association, as well as being actively involved with the Community Outreach Service Team. Magdalena enjoys travel and many sports, including windsurfing. She hopes to get an internship at the United Nations or at the Southern Center for International Studies in Atlanta for next year before entering graduate school in Spain. 

Katy Day carries a GPA of 4.0 in her radiologic technology studies at North Metro Tech.
Although Katy's classes and clinicals keep her busy from 8 AM- 4:30 PM Monday through Friday, she works part-time as a special call technologist at Wellstar Paulding Hospital. She
volunteers at the Cherokee County Humane Society and sings in the adult choir at Johnson Ferry Baptist Church.  Once she becomes a registered radiologic technologist, she plans to enroll in the distance-learning program at Midwestern State University in Wichita Falls, Texas, so that she can obtain a Bachelor's degree while working as a radiologic technologist.
 

Judy-Lynn Hoppe raised five children alone after her husband died unexpectedly.  Now she
loves her studies in environmental horticulture at North Metro Tech.  She, too, has a 4.0 GPA.
She completed the Cobb County Master Gardeners program and helped to establish a garden for students at Kemp Elementary School. She earned an associate's  degree in English and history many years ago and worked in a school library to support herself and her family.  Now  
she does some substitute teaching and serves as assistant to the staff for PLANET  2008.
She is a frequent speaker for garden clubs and writes an occasional article for the Marietta Daily Journal Newspaper.  She does consulting work with realtors to enhance "curb appeal."
 

Marie G. Morisset moved here from Haiti several years ago. She was a successful accountant there, but the political situation became too dangerous for her to remain in Haiti. She has to start all over again in this country and is enrolled in the accounting program at Chattahoochee Tech. She is an active member of OWLS (Older Wiser Learners), tutors students in accounting and math, mentors newly admitted international students, provides spiritual counseling, and
participates in the Student Government Association by hearing and assisting in resolving issues.  Marie has an incredibly inspiring singing voice. She plans to transfer to KSU when her program is complete at Chattahoochee. 

All of our scholarship winners will also receive a student membership in the branch.

Contrary to prior practice, there will be a January issue of the Cobb Update.   Deadline is December 22.  Please email articles to smgoodyear@mindspring.com
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