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AAUW promotes equity for all women and girls, life-long education, and positive societal change.

Tuesday, May 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Mansour Center Services

995 Roswell Street

Marietta GA

The Mansour Center is a new, contemporary facility owned and operated by The Center for Family Resources (CFR). Since 1960, CFR has helped thousands of low-income families with employment, education, and housing services; leadership development programs; mentoring opportunities; and temporary financial assistance. 
The Mansour Center, (770-701-0315), is adjacent to the Family Resources Center between Cobb Parkway/Hwy 41 and the Main Library.  Pam Brems, Director, will be our speaker on the scope of services that the Center provides.  A tour of the facility will follow.  

Please bring a donation of feminine hygiene products and diapers (size 3 and up) or training pants (pull ups).
New Directions for LAF

LAF has undergone both staff and programmatic transitions.  We are pleased to announce that Holly Kearl is the new LAF Program Manager (kearlh@aauw.org), working under the supervision of Jill Birdwhistell, PhD, Chief of Strategic Advancement.  Several key LAF program decisions were made recently by the Board of Directors. This e-newsletter will provide information on some of these new directions and serve as an update on LAF programs. 

Case Support

Many members and others who look to AAUW for our leadership have urged us to extend our LAF plaintiff support beyond academia to other workplace settings. AAUW’s new Value Promise affirms that: As AAUW members, we belong to a community that breaks through …barriers so ALL women have a fair chance. LAF is expanding to include sex discrimination in all workplaces to reflect our commitment to that fair chance.   

A primary aspect of this expansion is to build on AAUW’s history of participating as amicus curiae in cases affecting women’s rights.  In collaboration with the Public Policy and Government Relations department, we will seek expanded friend of the court opportunities in cases of discrimination that disadvantage women in the workplace.  With this strategy, we believe that we will maximize our effectiveness and ensure that we will be heard by courts that affirmatively want our opinion on the cases and the issues before them.  Continued on page 4.
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President’s Corner

Carol Stephens

770-427-8403

We made it!!!  A huge thank you to all of you for your guidance and support and own efforts to make the State Convention run smoothly and be a success.  Thank you to our sponsors, Publix for water, Hugh Kinard of Beaumont for product package, Marietta Museum of Art for free passes, and Cobb Visitor’s Bureau for goodie bags and maps etc.  Also, thank you to the Old Mill Restaurant for gift certificates I was able to give as appreciation for those who spent many hours above and beyond for the success of the convention!

Girls Inc. and Cobb AAUW have started partnering for their summer program at both the Marietta and Austell centers.  We will be offering book groups for 5th and 6th grade girls once a week.  They are open to others of you who may have talents and time to share. Knitting and crocheting are some of the types of classes they would like to offer as well as any fun science and math enrichment programs, which brings me to a possibility for our involvement in the future.   Please read below about UN Conference at the Carter Center and Roots and Shoots. 

The Committee on the Teaching About the UN (CTAUN) held its annual conference for the first time in Atlanta at the Carter Center.  I was able to meet the AAUW liaison to the UN, Carolyn Donovan.  She was one of the panel moderators, as well.  AAUW and our own Beth Farokhi and Arden Stone were listed as part of the Atlanta Steering Committee.  Beth was responsible for assembling all of the conference folders.  Great job, Beth!  Cobb AAUW was well represented.  In addition to Beth and Arden, Marie Shockley, Pam Flournoy and myself were in attendance.  There were several teachers there from Cobb County representing among others, Harrison, North Cobb, Sprayberry, and Lassiter.  Our brochures for Cobb AAUW were on the literature table as well.  We have been busy networking this month!! (Phenomenal Women’s Conference and CTAUN).   There were many worthwhile and informative speakers and panel members.  

One of the ideas that sparked an idea in my head was the Roots and Shoots program.  (Go to rootsandshoots.org to read more about it.)  Because Girls Inc strives to encourage girls to pursue math and science and because STEM is one of the GA AAUW priorities chosen at the State Convention, I thought we might want to partner with Girls Inc to offer a Roots and Shoots program next summer as well as the Book Group, if it goes well this summer.  The Roots and Shoots program is a hands on exploration-type biology program that is an “arm” of the Jane Goodall Institute.  

Did you know that the US and Somalia are the only 2 countries in the UN who have not yet ratified the Convention on the Rights of the Child?  ( and Somalia has had internal gov’t upheaval so does not have an assembly that can meet to ratify it!)  In 1989 the US was one of the most active participants in drafting the Rights of the Child under both Reagan and Bush Sr.  We must have a 2/3 vote for passage by the Senate.  Please go to ChildRightsCampaign.org to read more about this so that you can decide whether you wish to contact your senators and spread the word to your friends throughout the United States.  

We also have a hidden resource here in Atlanta.  CIFAL of the UN has 12 regional offices in the world and the one for North America is located in Atlanta and its focus is on gender equity. CIFAL forms a key part of the work of the United Nations Institute for Training and Research (UNITAR)’s Decentralized Cooperation Programme (DCP). This program provides trainings aimed at implementing international conventions and achieving the UN's Millennium Development Goals.  The acronym CIFAL signifies "International Training Centre for Local Authorities/Actors" (in French: Centre International de Formation des Autorités/Acteurs Locaux). Each CIFAL Centre is a hub for capacity building and knowledge sharing between local and regional authorities, national governments, international organizations, the private sector and civil society.  Another possibility for networking for AAUW!  Continued on page 3.
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President’s Corner continued

Nancy Coakley received a positive response for our using Southern Poly facilities to produce a workshop for girls grades 8-11 to encourage the pursuit of math and science.  We are in the planning stages for this but each day it becomes more concrete!  Nancy Cotter has stepped forward to volunteer her services with this effort too!  She brings much expertise from her involvement with the Girl Scouts.  
We have many opportunities now and hopefully in the future to put our VALUES TO ACTION which was the theme of our State Convention.  Let’s have Cobb show the rest of the state that we know how to follow through on these resolves!  I look forward to any ideas you might have for furthering our mission and joining the efforts that are now underway!  

HOLD ONTO YOUR HATS!  WE ARE ON THE ROAD TO MAKING A DIFFERENCE!

Branch Events for May

Book Group:  The Book Group will discuss "The Lemon Tree" by Sandy Tolan on Monday, May 19, 2008.
 

EVENING group will meet at 7:30PM .at the home of Arden Stone, 1721 Hedgestone Ct., Kennesaw, GA 30152. Please contact Arden at 404-661-2715 or arden_stone@yahoo.com if you plan to attend.

 

MORNING group will meet at 10AM at the home of Sylvia Goodyear, 5380 Willow Point Parkway, Marietta, GA 30068. Please contact Sylvia at 770-594-9901 or smgoodyear@mindspring.com if you plan to attend.

 

Book Selections for 2008-2009: Please send the title, author, number of pages, and very brief description of your reading suggestions for the group to Joanne Gareau  gareau109@comcast.net  before June 30, 2008.

Roving Gourmet – Friday, May 2, 2008, 7:00 p.m.

Olde Town Bistro – broad range of dinner selections, appetizers, quick bites.

736 Johnson Ferry Road, OLDE TOWNE, Suite A1, Marietta GA 30068.  Restaurant 770-321-5442, Bar 770-817-3000

Hostess Peg Montgomery, 770-565-7948.  Please contact Peg for reservations by Wednesday, April 30th.

Dues are now payable for 2008-2009.  Total Branch, State, and Association dues are $71.  Help simplify the job for our branch treasurer by paying at the May or June meeting.
Deadline for the June Cobb Update is April 22, 2008.  Please email information to Sylvia Goodyear, smgoodyear@mindspring.com
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LAF continued

AAUW has also made the decision that as LAF transitions toward expanded case and issue support, we will move away from direct financial plaintiff case support. While plaintiffs have been grateful for our financial support, it has always been the act of putting AAUW’s name behind the case and the issue that has been our central contribution. 

As our approach shifts, it is important that we maintain our commitments to the 10 plaintiffs whose cases we currently support.  Thanks to your continued generosity, LAF expects to provide third-cycle case support funds to them in May. Although AAUW is on a July-to-June fiscal year, we are annualizing LAF’s 2008 case funding support to accommodate the expectations of current plaintiffs and the tax year needs of our donors.  We expect to provide direct plaintiff case support funding in August/September and November/December.  LAF is no longer accepting new plaintiff case support applications, and we will not provide such direct case funding to current plaintiffs after December 2008.  We will, however, continue to provide travel and speaking stipends and are exploring emergency relief funding to assist with the many additional burdens faced by plaintiffs (health decline, job loss, family obligations, etc). More information on this will be announced shortly. 
Over the years, many plaintiffs have been very grateful for our support and have spoken at AAUW meetings across the country, sharing their stories and thanking our members for their help.  Given our members’ interest in these cases, we hope very much that the visits will continue and expect that to be so based on our experiences with plaintiffs we have previously supported.  
In principle and in practice AAUW values and seeks a diverse membership.  There shall be no barriers to full participation in this organization on the basis of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, or disability.  A college or university degree is a requirement for full membership.


2007-2008 Branch officers    

Carol Stephens

President


770-427-8403
Arden Stone/Pam Flournoy
VP Program


770-499-9171 / 770-427-1724

Carolyn Freeman/Rita Neal
VP Membership

770-499-9614 / 770-428-8427
Karen Peters


Secretary


770-971-4087
Shirley Mills


Treasurer                  

770-973-4498.
Congratuations to Barbara Hammond on being a finalist for the woman of character award at the Kennesaw State University Phenomenal Women conference.

Lou Ann Basham participated in a panel on rocking chair reminiscence on the history of aircraft manufacturing in Georgia.  Lou Ann was the first editor of the Southern Star – Lockheed’s first newsletter.  The panel was selected based on interviews by KSU students of Tom Scott.  This work was part of a grant for research into the history of aircraft manufacturing in Georgia.  Lockheed purchased the Bell Bomber plant after World War II. 
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